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Next Meeting  
 

Tuesday, January 13, 2026 
Streetsville United Church 

In Heritage Hall 
274 Queen Street South 

Set Up at 6:30 p.m. 
Doors open at 7:00 p.m. 

Meeting starts at 7:30 p.m. 
 

Speaker: Chris Wright  
Topic: Bonsai – It’s a Practice  

 
 
Blue Jay picture taken by Grace Nelham 
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Board’s Message  

Dear Members and Friends of the Streetsville Horticultural 
Society, 
 
As we welcome the start of a new year, we extend our very 
best wishes to you and your loved ones for a happy, 
healthy, and rewarding 2026. A new year brings fresh 
possibilities, and we look forward to another season of 
learning, sharing, and growing together as a Society. 
We were delighted by the wonderful turnout and positive 
energy at our December workshop. It was a pleasure to see so many members gathered together, creating 
beautiful greenery swags, sharing holiday treats, and enjoying the warmth of good company. The enthusiasm 
and participation truly made the workshop a success, and we sincerely thank everyone who attended, as well 
as those who helped organize and present such a lovely event. 
Our members were also incredibly generous in supporting Eden Food for Change. Together, we collected 
nearly 100 pounds of non-perishable food and raised $336.25—an amazing demonstration of community spirit 
and care. 
Moments like these remind us how fortunate we are to be part of such an engaged and supportive gardening 
community. As we settle into the winter months, we hope you find time to plan, dream, and gather inspiration 
for the seasons ahead. We’re excited about what the coming year has in store and we look forward to seeing 
you at upcoming meetings and events. 
We would also like to invite members to consider volunteering with the Board in the role of Vice-President or 
Co-President. Many hands truly do make light work, and we would welcome the opportunity to share more 
about these roles. Please feel free to speak with any Board member if you’re interested in learning more. 
Warmest regards and best wishes for the New Year! 
         The Board of Directors 
         Streetsville Horticultural Society 

 
Celebrations  

 
January’s birth flowers are the carnation (Dianthus 

caryophyllus) and the snowdrop  (Galanthus).  
Carnations are often used in floral displays because 

of their varied colours and long vase life.  
Conversely, the snowdrop is always white! It is 
usually the earliest spring ephemeral to bloom, 

often when snow is still present. 
 

Wishing Adele Gibbins, Monika Schouten, and Janice Ward, who are celebrating a birthday in January, a 
happy and healthy year ahead! Congratulations also to Martha Witney who is celebrating a wedding 

anniversary this month! 
 
Snow covered trees picture taken by Grace Nelham  
Flower pictures taken from Pixabay.com 
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Christmas Swag Workshop 
 
 Over 40 people participated in the Christmas swag workshop and non-participants enjoyed socializing 
and sipping on mulled cider.   
 A special thank you to design expert Ursula Evanoff, for leading the workshop and providing 
instructions about how to create the swag by layering the greenery and how to fasten the embellishments 
securely. Thank you also to Sue Harshman for purchasing the greenery from the wholesaler, providing the 
floral wire, and giving a demo on bow making.  Lastly thank you to Mary Ann Brown and Shelley Dodd for 
sorting the greenery into bundles, Marg Rowan for providing red branches, Janice Ward for sourcing and 
trimming greenery from Terra Greenhouse, Steve Fenech for offering birch rounds for sale, and everyone who 
shared embellishments and pinecones.   
 It was amazing to see all the creatively designed swags, each with its own unique style. 
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December Draw Table 
 
 The December draw table was teeming with many beautiful items and raised $203 for Eden Food For 
Change.  Thank you to the following people who contributed items to the table: Ursula Evanoff for donating 2 
greenery arrangements and 2 beautifully hand crafted, painted wooden Santas, Steve Fenech for his hand 
made birch reindeer, and Jeanette Feuer for the colourful birdhouse.  Nury did an amazing job of displaying 
the items and selecting the winners.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eden Food for Change  
 

The Streetsville Horticultural Society was pleased to donate to Eden Food for 

Change again this year. A cheque in the amount of $336.25, consisting of monies 

collected from the Collection Box on the Refreshment Table $133.25, and Draw 

Table $203.00 and a donation of approximately 100 lbs of non-perishable food 

items was delivered to Eden Food for Change. Thank-you to our members, who 

donated at our Annual Holiday Workshop, either by dropping off food or giving 

money, buying draw tickets, or donating to the refreshment table. Thank you to Liz 

Menard who delivered the food and cheque on the Streetsville Horticultural Society’s behalf. 

 

Membership Desk 
 
What fun we had at our December meeting!  So many happy members, working on their colourful Christmas 
swags!  I’m sure they all looked very festive on your front doors, I know mine did! Thanks to Ursula for her 
expertise, and Sue Harshman for the help with the bows! All the tasty treats and refreshments put us in the 
Christmas spirit! 
Word of mouth from current members is a great way to increase our membership. Did you know that guests 
are welcome to attend one meeting for free, EXCEPT for the November AGM? 
If you happened to take your nametag home, please remember to bring it to the next meeting. 
Thanks to our helper at the membership desk, Karen N.   
        Faulene Hopkins, Membership Chair 
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Refreshment Table  
 
Thanks to all the members who supplied the refreshments for our 
December Workshop. Also, thanks to our members who donated cash to 
the Eden Food for Change. 
Periodically, a member will donate coffee cups, napkins, teas etc. Thank 
you, these donations are very much appreciated. 
A reminder for those who signed up to bring refreshments to the January 
13th meeting: Maureen Dodd and Carol Elfstrom 
 
    Martha J. Witney, Refreshment Table Chair  

  

 

 

Book & Jigsaw Puzzle Sale                  
  

Now that winter has arrived and we are spending more time indoors, it is the perfect time to do a jigsaw 
puzzle or cozy up with a good novel.  We are holding our 
third annual book and jigsaw puzzle sale at the January 

meeting. Do you have jigsaw puzzles or books which you 
have completed and are looking to give a new home? 

Bring your donations to our January meeting. This year 
there is a donation limit of 2 books and 2 puzzles per 
member. Books will be sold for $2 and puzzles for $3. 

 

 
 
January Speaker – Chris Wright  
Topic:  Bonsai – It’s a Practice 
 
For Chris Wright, bonsai began as a personal challenge to slow down. Seeking a way to trade short-term 
distractions for long-term patience, he started with a few tropicals on an apartment windowsill. Today, that 

practice has grown into a collection of over 40 trees, ranging from the indoor 
succulents he first fell in love with to hardy outdoor conifers. 

As Canada’s only full-time professional whipmaker, Chris brings a craftsman’s eye and 
a steady hand to his trees. A member of the Toronto Bonsai Society, he is passionate 
about demystifying the art form. His main goal is to help people realize that "bonsai" 
isn’t a specific species of tree you buy in a shop, but a living practice of art and science 
that can be applied to almost any woody plant. 

 
 

Book, puzzle and Bonsai pictures taken from Pixabay.com  
 



6 
streetsvillehort@gmail.com 
 

My Winter Patio Pots 
 
My approach has been – ask a friend who has talent at designing patio pots for 
lunch. This year we settled on the 1st of December, but I had the flu. The backup 
date was not till the 10th of December, which provided some challenges.  
 
 I start ahead by scouting nurseries, grocery stores and anywhere I could find 
that sold greenery for the best quality and bargain prices. Then I bought what 
looked good and appealed to me. It helps in decision-making if you have a 

colour scheme or some inspiration in mind. I 
(and my assisting husband) started by putting 
empty plastic containers in the bottom of the 
containers – my containers are large. We then 
filled them ¾ with fresh triple mix soil, floral 
foam, and topped this up with more triple mix. 
The containers were soaked with water when we were ready to start. Except, 
of course, we had cancelled and if left outdoors the soil in the containers 
would be frozen, so they had to be moved into 
the insulated garage till the back-up date. 
  
Luckily on Dec 10th, although there was snow 
on the ground, was not too cold. The greenery 
was re-snipped as they had been sitting in 

buckets of water in the garage. The extra ornaments and sparkles were brought 
up from the basement. I have a collection, reused many times with a few new 

ones added each year.  
 
Two hours later, after creating three 
containers, the four of us were ready to sit 
down to lunch. Later, I used the leftover 
materials to create one more container. My 
assistant helped by drilling holes in the frozen soil so we could add the final 
sparkling touches.  
 
All four of the planters have lighting on timers. One has light sticks, 2 have 
battery operated strands and one is lit by floodlight.  
 
I saw an arrangement that I wanted to copy while on a May Court fund-raiser 
Christmas house tour in Barrie. Very modern and sculptural, but I couldn’t 

find the required multi-coloured boxwood stems needed at a price that I was happy to pay. There are many 
websites that provide inspiration and how-tos – one of my favourites is wreathcoach.com.  
 
The pots will cheer me throughout the winter and early evenings till March, even as some of the greenery will 
become rust-coloured. 
         Judi Kokis  
 



7 
streetsvillehort@gmail.com 
 

Spring 2026 Photo Contest Reminder 
 
This is a reminder that our Spring 2026 Photo Contest is happening at our upcoming meeting on Tuesday, 
March 10, 2026. 
The categories are my favourite nature photo in colour, and my 
favourite nature photo in black and white.  Members attending the 
meeting will judge the photos entries.    
The contest rules are: 

 Photo size is 4” x 6”. 

 Photo is to be taken by competitor. 

 Photo can be taken any time, not just the current year.   

 Photo may not have been previously entered into a SHS photo 
contest. 

 One entry in each category per membership. 

 Two entries per category in a family membership but the photo entries must be taken by each family 
member. 

 Print your name on the back of your photos. 
These rules are posted on our website.  Looking forward to seeing you on the March 10th. 
 

Gardening Events – January 2026 
 
 RBG Winter Wonders 2025/2026: Continues until January 4th! Experience the wonder of the season at 

Royal Botanical Gardens! Hendrie Park transforms into a winter wonderland, featuring dazzling lights, 
festive art installations, and enchanting displays. Thursdays to Sundays November 27th to January 4th. 
5:30 to 10:00 p.m. (time-ticketed) $12 for RBG members. $22 for adults. 

 RBG Donate Your Christmas Tree: The annual tree collection returns! This year RBG needs 3,000 trees to 
strategically place them in critical zones. Pre-register your tree donation ahead of time to ensure they 
receive the desired amount. December 26th 2025 to January 11th 2026. 

   Riverwood Conservancy: Holiday Bird Count Sat. Jan. 4th | 9-11:30 a.m. FREE.  
 
 

Streetsville Horticultural Society Newsletter 
Content Deadlines 2025/2026 

 
 Issue            Deadline Date            Issue            Deadline Date             Issue            Deadline Date 
 Sept ‘25          Aug 22/25       Oct ’25     Sept 19/25  Nov ’25          Oct 24/25  
 Dec ’25           Nov 21/25       Jan ’26             Dec 19/25  Feb ‘26           Jan 23/26 
 March ’26       Feb 20/26      April ’26    March 20/26  May ’26          April 24/26 
 June ’26          May 22/26 
  

Do you have any Society news, an interesting article of a horticultural nature, or a tasty recipe to share with 
our members. Please send it in. Articles should be in Word format with or without photos. If a photo is  

included, it should indicate where taken and by whom. 

https://www.rbg.ca/things-to-do/by-season/winter-wonders/?gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiAyJS7BhBiEiwAyS9uNe6kKhzM0X8R630ZZ8JGBYv87UyvkVyeKPebaN0AqLuiWig_8toBcRoCDfkQAvD_BwE
https://www.rbg.ca/events/donate-your-christmas-tree/
https://theriverwoodconservancy.org/events/month/2026-01/

	Book & Jigsaw Puzzle Sale

