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Next Meeting  

Tuesday, December 9, 2025 
Streetsville United Church 

In Heritage Hall 
274 Queen Street South 

Doors open at 7:00 p.m. 
Meeting Starts at 7:30 p.m. 
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Past Co-Presidents’ Message  

It’s hard to believe that our two-year term as co-presidents is 
over!  We enjoyed overseeing the running of the society and we 
are grateful for your support and encouragement during our 
time.  We are hopeful that someone will volunteer in the New 
Year to take over the helm. Having one or two people as co-
presidents, is preferable to how we are currently being run, 
which is by committee.  We are also looking for another board 
member to join our team. We have wonderful news that our 
newsletter editor Amarin Tsujimura, has decided to continue to 
fulfill this role for another year. Her talent is obvious by the 
informative, eye-catching monthly newsletters we receive.  
 
The Annual General Meeting (AGM) slideshow illustrated the 
highlights of the year, which were many.  As you will see when perusing this newsletter, members have much 
to be proud of. The AGM was a huge success thanks to the large crew of members who arrived early to set up 
the room; lugging all the tables and chairs and setting them up in short order is no small task. Thank-you to 
Faulene Hopkins for creating the colourful decoupage centrepieces for the table decorations and to Judi Kokis 
for donating the dried florals to add ambience to the meeting.  Christina Anonychuk showcased the photo 
contest entries and typed out the judge’s comments for everyone to enjoy.  Thank you to Steve Fenech for 
cutting and creating the birch sticks and to Amarin Tsujimura and Mary Ann Brown for selling both the bulbs 
and the decorative sticks. Our door prize table was filled with amazing gifts purchased by Mary Ann, bulbs 
wrapped by Amarin, and Nury Garzon our draw table chair oversaw the draws for all the goodies.  
     
Many awards were handed out to recognize outstanding member accomplishments.  Marcia Spears did a 
fantastic job as our new Awards Chairperson and made sure that the pins, certificates, and trophies were 
ready for the event. Thank you to Marg Rowan for getting the trophies engraved, Carol Ashford for printing 
the certificates, and photographers Grace Nelham and John Dodd for capturing the memorable moments.   
A few notables were:  

1. Jean Kennedy Volunteer of the Year: Amarin Tsujimura 

2. Elizabeth Colley Designer of the Year: Ursula Evanoff 

3. Joseph Boles Horticultural Award: Anita King 

4. Highest Overall Points (Flower Show): Anita King 

5. Novice of the Year:  Shelley Dodd 

6. Photographer of the Year: Maureen Dodd 

7. Judge’s Choice Photo Winner: Mary Gilbert 

8. OHA Judging/Exhibiting Certificates: Sue Harshman (Flower Show) 

9. OHA Horticultural Service Certificate: Monica Ross 

10. President’s Award: Jon Eldridge 

Lastly, a huge thank you to Martha Witney and her amazing kitchen helpers.  Martha purchased beverages 
and items for the potluck and along with Marcia Spears set-up the food and cleaned up after. A great night 
was had by all who attended the AGM.  
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Thank you to the 2024/25 Board of Directors for your dedication, leadership, and contributions to the society.  
Nearly 1818 hours of volunteer time was amassed by the board members Mary Ann, Martha, Monica, Carol, 
Amarin, Judi, Grace, Nury, Liz, Marcia, Maureen and Shelley.  Thank you to Liz Menard who did an outstanding 
job as treasurer looking after the financials. Her insight and knowledge were invaluable. Thank you also to 
Marg Rowan and Robb Dods who were our Financial Reviewers this past year and we are happy to welcome 
Janice Ward and Barbara Worthington as our 2025-26 Reviewers.   
 
We look forward to seeing you at our December meeting! Wishing you a wonderful holiday season, filled with 
time to breathe, relax, and appreciate all that you have to be grateful for.  
 
        Shelley Dodd and Maureen Dodd 
 
 

December 9th Meeting/Workshop 
 
Our December meeting will consist of creating a greenery swag that hangs on your door. Ursula, Mary Ann, 
and Shelley will be leading the workshop, and the greenery and a few decorative items will be supplied, but 
you may want to bring extra embellishments like small balls, berries, pinecones, ribbons etc. to decorate it 
with. Some of the workshop will be subsidized, but we are charging $5 to offset the cost of the greenery. 
Please bring a pair of sharp clippers and gardening gloves with you as well.   
Please let Shelley know if you are planning to participate by emailing your name to 
(shelleydodd62@gmail.com) and e-transferring the $5 fee to  (streetsvilleblooms@gmail.com). Preorders will 
be accepted until December 5th and remaining items will be sold at the door while supplies last.   
  
There will be a draw table, snacks provided by the Society, and we will be collecting donations of non-
perishable food and cash for “Eden Food For Change”. 
  
Doors will open at 7:00 p.m. and the workshops will start at 7:30 p.m.  See you there!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:shelleydodd62@gmail.com
mailto:streetsvilleblooms@gmail.com
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New Board Elected for 2025-2026 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Board of Directors 2025-26 – Martha Witney, Marcia Spear, Amarin Tsujimura, Liz Menard, Carol Ashford, 
Nury Garzon, Shelley Dodd, Grace Nelham, Mary Ann Brown, Maureen Dodd, Judi Kokis 

 
 
 
 
President’s Award Winner - Jon Eldridge 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Jean Kennedy Memorial Award for  
Outstanding Volunteer- Amarin Tsujimura 
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 Joseph Boles Horticultural Award 
 Winner– Anita King 

 
 

Elizabeth Colley Designer of the Year Award Winner – 
Ursula Evanoff 
 

 
  

 Novice of the Year Winner- Shelley Dodd  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 Highest Overall Points Winner – Anita King 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Photographer of the Year Award Winner – 
Maureen Dodd 
 

 
 
 
 

Judge’s Choice Photo – Mary Gilbert 
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50+ Volunteer Hours – Janice Ward, Christina Anonychuk, Shirley Boyes, Jon Eldridge, Faulene Hopkins, 

Marcia Spear, Mary Ann Brown, Nury Garzon, Carol Ashford 

 
100+ Volunteer Hours – Martha Witney, Amarin Tsujimura, Shelley Dodd, Maureen Dodd, Judi Kokis, Grace 

Nelham, Steve Fenech, Liz Menard (Absent: Monica Ross, Robb Dods) 

Long Service Award Recipients (Pins): Linda Paris (20 yrs.), Martha Witney, Anita King (30 yrs.), Louay Quasha 
for Zina Marrow (10 yrs.), Asoke Bera (15 yrs.), Rosemarie Bera (15 yrs.) Carol Ashford (30 yrs.),  

Christina Anonychuk (15 yrs.) 
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Celebrations 
 
December’s birth flowers are narcissus and holly. Narcissus 
with is a bulbous perennial which produces white, fragrant 
flowers and holly is an evergreen shrub with glossy leaves 
and red berries which are often used in decorative wreaths 
and swags. Wishing Sue Palummieri and Ursula Evanoff who 
are celebrating a birthday this month a happy and healthy 
year ahead! 
 

Thank you to the members who have written their celebration dates on their membership forms so we can 
recognize your special day. If yours was left blank in error, please email Shelley or Faulene and they will add it 
to the list. 

 
 
Membership Desk      
 
Our November AGM had 54 in attendance, with no membership renewals. We had one new member join, 
welcome to Kristine B. And we had 2 “guests”, Asna Black, who ran the elections, and Reg Vertolli, our new 
judge for the Photo contests. We enjoyed a wonderful potluck dinner, thanks to all who brought such 
wonderful food for us to enjoy!  And congratulations and welcome to our new and retuning Board of 
Directors!   
If you have not renewed as of yet, please remember to do so! Come see me at the membership desk!  I am 
looking forward to welcoming everyone at the next meeting, which will be our Christmas meeting on Dec. 9th, 
and working on the swag workshop!   
If you happened to take your nametag home, please remember to bring it to the next meeting. 
Thanks to our helper at the membership desk, Karen N.  It was a very busy night! 
 
     Faulene Hopkins, Membership Chair 

 
Refreshment Table  
 
This year’s Annual General Meeting potluck was a total success. There was an amazing selection of delicious 
appetizers, salads, main dishes, and desserts. A few recipes were requested and, if they are received, they will 
be posted in the newsletter. 
A huge thank you to everyone that participated to make this such a successful and enjoyable event. Also, a 
huge thank you to all for their help with the setting/cleaning up process. 
On a different note, since Marcia Spear has taken on other volunteer positions within the Streetsville 
Horticultural Society, I will need (on occasion} someone to help with the set up/ clean up at our monthly 
meeting.  This entails (approx.) one hour before and one hour after the meeting. If interested, please contact 
me or introduce yourself at the December 9th/25 meeting. 
The December meeting refreshments will be provided by the Streetsville Horticultural Society. We hope you 
enjoy them. Please sign up to contribute to bring refreshments to the January 2026 meeting. 
 
        Martha J. Witney, Refreshment Coordinator 
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Rotary Park & Jon Clipperton Park 
 
Our final work party of the year was November 6th and after a 
couple of frosts we cut back the remaining plants and tidied 
up.  For the whole year we have been waiting for the City of 
Mississauga to install a new sign in the bed facing Queen St.  In 
April we made plans for when this was done and they have finally 
planted 2 posts but still no sign. Hopefully this will be done by next 
Spring but that will be too late for me. Steve Fenech is taking over 
as Chair in the New Year and I’m very happy about this and wish 
him well. My special thanks to all who worked with me at the 
parks, it was a real pleasure. 
 
My wife and I are downsizing and moving to Toronto to be closer to our family. Our new house is across from 
the Scarborough Bluffs, our daughter is close by in upper Beaches and our son is downtown. That's all good 
but we will be sad to leave Meadowvale and Streetsville and I will be especially sad to leave the Horticultural 
Society. You have given me lots of fun activities, interesting speakers and best of all, some really good friends. 
So thank you, you will be very much missed! 
 
          Jon Eldridge 
 

 
 
Gardening Events – December 2025: 
 
 City of Mississauga 5th Annual Mississauga Festival of Trees: A joyous celebration of the winter season, 

art, food, and community. The historic Small Arms Inspection Building is transformed into a winter 
wonderland. December 5th – 14th. See website for hours. Pay-what-you-can event. 
 

 RBG Winter Wonders 2025/2026: Experience the wonder of the season at Royal Botanical Gardens! 
Hendrie Park transforms into a winter wonderland, featuring dazzling lights, festive art installations, and 
enchanting displays. Thursdays to Sundays November 27th to January 4th. 5:30 to 10:00 p.m. (time-
ticketed) $12 for RBG members. $22 for adults. 

 

 Riverwood Conservancy: Continues to offer programs all winter long! Forest Bathing Wed. Dec. 3rd | 10-
noon $15. Beginner Birding Sat. Dec. 6th | 8:30-10:00 a.m. $5. Birding at Lakefront Promenade Park Wed. 
Dec. 10th | 8:30-10:00 a.m. $5. Birding at J.C. Saddington Park Wed. Dec. 17th | 8:30-10:00 a.m. $5.  

 

 

 

https://www.mississauga.ca/arts-and-culture/events/5th-annual-mississauga-festival-of-trees?eventdate=2025-12-05T19%253A00%253A00&schedule=23029
https://www.rbg.ca/things-to-do/by-season/winter-wonders/?gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiAyJS7BhBiEiwAyS9uNe6kKhzM0X8R630ZZ8JGBYv87UyvkVyeKPebaN0AqLuiWig_8toBcRoCDfkQAvD_BwE
https://theriverwoodconservancy.org/events/month/2025-12/
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Biscoff Cheesecake (5 Ingredients) 
This delicious Biscoff Cheesecake is creamy, crumbly and requires no baking.   
Prep Time: 20 minutes 
Chilling Time: 4 hours 
 
Ingredients 
 
For the base: 

 200 g Biscoff biscuits Crushed 

 80 g Unsalted butter Melted 
 

For the cheesecake mixture:  

 300 ml heavy cream 

 400 g full fat cream cheese 

 200 g Biscoff spread 
 

For the topping: 

 150 g Lotus Biscoff spread Melted 

 50 g Biscoff biscuits Crushed 
 
Instructions 
1. Combine the crushed Biscoff biscuits with the melted butter and press into a pan.  Chill in the fridge while 

you make the topping. (My preference is to bake the crust for 5 minutes @ 350 to give it a crispier crust 
and then cool it.) 

2. Pour the heavy cream into a bowl, add the cream cheese and Biscoff spread.  Whisk until it’s very thick – 
almost the consistency of ice cream.  

3. Remove the base from the fridge and add the cheesecake mixture, smoothing the top.   
4. Pop into the fridge for at least 3 hours (or overnight is much better if you don’t need it until the next day). 
5. When you’re almost ready to serve the cheesecake, melt the Biscoff spread very gently in a pan.  (Don’t let 

it get hot.) 
6. Remove the cheesecake from the fridge and, while still in the pan, pour the melted Biscoff spread over the 

top.  Smooth it out very gently with the back of a spoon, until the top is completely covered. Sprinkle the 
remaining crushed biscuits around the edges.  

7. Return the cheesecake to the fridge for at least an hour if you have time.  You could cut it sooner, but it 
won’t be neat. 
   

Notes   
You can use an 8” springform pan that has a removable base. Run a warm knife around the outside of the 
cheesecake, inside the pan, before removing it.  Remove the knife and wipe as you work your way around the 
cake.   
You can find the Lotus Biscoff spread (red label) in the peanut/nut butter section at the grocery store.   
 
 
Enjoy,  
Christina Anonychuk  
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Streetsville Horticultural Society Newsletter 
Content Deadlines 2025/2026 

 
 Issue            Deadline Date            Issue            Deadline Date             Issue            Deadline Date 
 Sept ‘25          Aug 22/25       Oct ’25     Sept 19/25  Nov ’25          Oct 24/25  
 Dec ’25           Nov 21/25       Jan ’26             Dec 19/25  Feb ‘26           Jan 23/26 
 March ’26       Feb 20/26      April ’26    March 20/26  May ’26          April 24/26 
 June ’26          May 22/26 
  

Do you have any Society news, an interesting article of a horticultural nature, or a tasty recipe to share with 
our members. Please send it in. Articles should be in Word format with or without photos. If a photo is  

included, it should indicate where taken and by whom. 

 
 

Garden Ontario News (excerpts from October 2025 message from Vicky Culbert, President OHA) 
 

 

Garden Ontario is pleased to announce Christina Romano 
Bilobrk from the Mount Hamilton Horticultural Society in 
District 6 was the recipient of the 2025 Scholarship Award 
of $1,000. 

Thank you to all who have participated in the past 50/50 
draws. The winner of the October 4th draw won $2,685. The 
next 50/50 draw takes place on December 13, 2025. Tickets 
are 10 for $10; 100 for $20; 300 for $50; 700 for $75. 
Buy your tickets online at: 
https://www.rafflebox.ca/raffle/ontario-ha 
 

The OHA’s Conservation and Environment Committee has 
made up a trivia quiz with fun and interesting facts about 
pollinators, plants and trees. You can use the multiple choice 
and true/false questions as ice breakers at your meetings, or as 
a team game, or as a way to fill in time as you wait for your 
speaker to arrive and set up. Download the file at: 
https://gardenontario.org/sdc_download/52761/?key=wl42r3jr
qbjyphx3zdlzsrttl9hyyw 
 

https://www.rafflebox.ca/raffle/ontario-ha
https://gardenontario.org/sdc_download/52761/?key=wl42r3jrqbjyphx3zdlzsrttl9hyyw
https://gardenontario.org/sdc_download/52761/?key=wl42r3jrqbjyphx3zdlzsrttl9hyyw

