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The Government of Ontario re-introduces the Invasive 
Species Act 

  
The Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters (OFAH) congratulates the provincial 
government on the re-introduction of the Invasive Species Act and its commitment to 
combat invasive species in Ontario. 
 
The Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF) announced November 5th 2014 
that it would be re-introducing the legislation, which was originally introduced in February 
but was a casualty of the provincial election. 
 
The act is intended to provide a framework to prevent, detect, eradicate, and manage 
invasive species that impact the natural environment or economy and can have a 
detrimental effect on our valuable fish and wildlife populations. 
 
 "I am pleased the Ontario government has re-introduced the Invasive Species Act, a 
positive step in the fight against invasive species," OFAH Executive Director Angelo 
Lombardo said. "The sale, movement and importation of invasive species in Ontario are 
serious concerns. This legislation will provide the minister with the much needed tools to 
immediately react when a new species or threat is identified." 
 
 If passed, the legislation would make Ontario the first and only jurisdiction in Canada 
with standalone invasive species legislation. It would give the MNRF more 
comprehensive inspection powers to determine compliance with the law, introduce a 
suite of enforcement provisions and penalties and give inspectors the right to take 
samples and prohibit movement that may result in the spread of invasive species. 
 
 "Invasive species have already impacted our lakes and woodlands, and the potential 
long term economic impact is staggering," explains ISAP coordinator Matt Smith. "The 
cost of not addressing this threat to our environment and the economy can be measured 
in the billions of dollars." 
 
To view the Ontario Invasive Species Strategic Plan that outlines the provincial 
government's priorities for invasive species management, click HERE. 

    

ISAP and OIPC go all out for Halloween! 

 

From left to right: Army Corps engineer #1 (Rachel), Grass Carp (Alison), Black Carp (Emily), 
Bighead Carp (Matt), Silver Carp (David), Army Corps engineer #2 (Kellie). 

Halloween is a big event at the Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters head office, 
and this year the Invading Species Awareness Program decided on an invasive species 
theme, leading them to dress up as the four species of Asian carps, Bighead Carp, Silver 
carp, Grass Carp and Black Carp!   
 
The staff of the Ontario Invasive Plant Council supported as members of the US Army 
Corps of Engineers with their electric barrier, which is currently the main method of 
blocking these fish from reaching the Great Lakes. 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vKMnJc2bmKkNzxpc4RZMfBnYoENY_Cz_9o2Kk7u7pOpaAFo5jeQmAIfV5vR5kdbVfJ8xocz58oUhNbIY9XGlrCEcBYYZIwEEYz-nIkZKv0NOOu3Rb6jc9DBcytEFGUKF5cu2CV1TKuNlikeBU2l89TdO-VjzBa497NpGU0Z7rScN9kTA2pkoB64ud_hwCB8WYFldjPrjn-rPHNkLeOOOrUczYuiTND_We3X3jdlLHIDfUAbSWOmj_c1ALDPjgrtu5vPhAOheaho=&c=SAo5Wq2iMlIa5qewzTWREYgMe8_HS6c8dHU5VUuupg06BPHaiq3hEA==&ch=up8Pc_mjwzySVTFGMSklDoSo-xTn6Nzm41DcalMM-QIEWj-SHCOwYw==


 
 

Our post to social media was the most liked post we've had to date, proving that 
combining humour with an important message is a great way to engage the public. We 
had a lot of fun with our "fish heads", the only problem is... how to top them next year?  

 

"Invaders in our Forests" Trailhead Sign Project 

 
 

Thanks to a funding grant from the TD Friends of the Environment Foundation, the 
Invading Species Awareness Program created 70 permanent metal signs (see 
above), which will be placed at the head of recreational trails and in parks within the 
Greater Toronto Area. These signs show four common and problematic terrestrial 
invasive species, and encourage trail users to learn more about invasive plants and 
engage in measures to prevent their spread.  
 
Seeds of invasive plants can be spread on clothing, footwear treads and on the fur 
of pets. This is why it so important to keep your dog leashed, and clean any seeds 
and mud from footwear, equipment, or anything else you may have with you while 
you're out enjoying nature. Some conservation areas have even installed boot 
brush stands at the heads of their trails to make it easier for people to take this 
simple step in preventing the spread of invasive plants. 

 
 
 



Invader of the Month 
Grass Carp  

(Ctenopharyngodon idella) 

 

Grass Carp on the left compared to Common Carp on the right. Photo: Ted Lawrence 

 
The Grass Carp, (Ctenopharyngodon idella) is one of the four species of Asian carps 
that has the potential to  become established in the Great Lakes. Recently there have 
been two confirmed sightings of Grass Carp near Dunnville, ON in a tributary north of 
Lake Erie, although those fish were confirmed to be triploid (sterile).   
 
Grass carp can weigh up to 36 kg and exceed 1.5 metres in length, they have large 
scales that appear crosshatched and their eyes sit even with their mouth. Their colour is 
usually olive brown blending to white underneath, and juveniles are silver. They are 
easily differentiated from common carp as they do not have barbels (whiskers). 
Establishment of this species in the Great Lakes could have major negative impacts on 
the Great Lakes fisheries and economy. 
 

If you think you have caught a grass carp, or any of the other species of Asian carps, 
please take a photograph, and contact the Invading Species Hotline at 1-800-563-7711 
or report it to EDDMapS Ontario.  ISAP staff will follow up within one business day to 
verify the report. 

 

 

Invading Species Watch Program Wraps up 2014 Season 
  

The Invading Species Awareness Program would like to thank everyone who 
participated in the Invading Species Watch Program (ISW) this summer. With over 50 
volunteers and assistance from the Invading Species Hit Squad, more than 115 lakes 
were tested for Zebra mussels and Spiny Waterfleas. 
  
Interested in becoming an ISW volunteer? Please register by contacting the OFAH 
Invading Species Awareness Program at 1-800-563-7711.   

 

 

Update on Water Soldier Management 

 

Employees of DBI Services are shown spraying Reward (diquat dibromide) on submerged water 
soldier plants in Crowe Bay. 

The Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry invited the public to comment on the 
Water soldier pilot control project proposal at a September 17th 2014 meeting in 
Cambellford ON. 
Comments on the proposal to apply herbicide to the water soldier colonies were 
favorable. 
The original project proposal focused on controlling the downstream extent of the 
infestation to prevent further spread of this invasive plant. The overwhelming 
recommendation from the public was that the large upstream populations should also be 
treated this fall.  

tel:1-800-563-7711
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vKMnJc2bmKkNzxpc4RZMfBnYoENY_Cz_9o2Kk7u7pOpaAFo5jeQmABmFnjSFN5LND0-hc0g-2w00HHMQ8FKDsUVkKLSEdkgN7MVJZqpAOwEsq8KFHspWf_Q2znQ7wE6NeYZearTPmAQCpIO2OAKWWvM_ORSZCr_bCVscTdHiL7N7b5uii79J5g==&c=SAo5Wq2iMlIa5qewzTWREYgMe8_HS6c8dHU5VUuupg06BPHaiq3hEA==&ch=up8Pc_mjwzySVTFGMSklDoSo-xTn6Nzm41DcalMM-QIEWj-SHCOwYw==
tel:1-800-563-7711


  
The final treatment areas for this fall included herbicide applications in upstream areas 
still with a focus on containment of the downstream populations.  Approximately double 
the total area that was originally proposed for herbicide treatment ultimately was treated; 
a total of 50 Ha was treated between Crowe bay and Lake Seymour, 8.3 ha and 42 ha 
respectively from October 23rd through to October 27th 2014.  
  
A post monitoring program was carried out from October 27th, through to November 3rd, 
2014 to determine the effectiveness of the treatment. Subsequent control measures are 
anticipated for 2015 and may involve physical removal of smaller populations and the 
continued use of Reward ®.  
  
We are committed to working with shoreline residents and the inter-agency working 
group to develop a long-term control plan for water soldier, based on the outcomes from 
this project. 
  
For more information on the control efforts for Water Soldier please visit our website: 
www.invadingspecies.com. 
 
  

 
Early Detection and Distribution Mapping System 

Webinars are coming! 
  

  

To register for the Webinar, contact David at the email 
above, or click HERE 

 

 
Ontario's Invading Species Awareness Program 

 www.invadingspecies.com    
Hotline: 1 800 563 7711 

  
We are located at: 

 The Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters Ontario Conservation Centre 
P.O.Box 2800, 4601 Guthrie Drive 

Peterborough, ON K9J 8L5 
Phone: 705-748-6324 

Fax: 705-748-9577 
www.ofah.org 

 

        

   

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vKMnJc2bmKkNzxpc4RZMfBnYoENY_Cz_9o2Kk7u7pOpaAFo5jeQmABmFnjSFN5LNREZOa1bg6NrVUcbHIBMu47S1pEsrAaEGTYs_HZbnVSk55WIS74fh2SRe6xzLGOfTHYDNyvsfl2b61tJfO9J8Fj4fZozZJcFKSKcHtgTjl5oUqXBjGp6ZRg==&c=SAo5Wq2iMlIa5qewzTWREYgMe8_HS6c8dHU5VUuupg06BPHaiq3hEA==&ch=up8Pc_mjwzySVTFGMSklDoSo-xTn6Nzm41DcalMM-QIEWj-SHCOwYw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vKMnJc2bmKkNzxpc4RZMfBnYoENY_Cz_9o2Kk7u7pOpaAFo5jeQmAB2KL4ExiBNewAAtN26t-JaiEuVFxQH0z0JSrIIccpyftSnJTv_oZjJgCCocuAvlev9pkINHL1egkGN0abphS-Y7PNoZZ7KZifh05QU4nRVNaGmUwo3wyXPEO3EsF0il15IQyQJQlg_XkFKD2jUUYXXc-_9LfueBjvBpOAzeBnXnoE8bpe7x3raTvlv7XC0bBXky02zU8z81oxN6TtsCdr8=&c=SAo5Wq2iMlIa5qewzTWREYgMe8_HS6c8dHU5VUuupg06BPHaiq3hEA==&ch=up8Pc_mjwzySVTFGMSklDoSo-xTn6Nzm41DcalMM-QIEWj-SHCOwYw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vKMnJc2bmKkNzxpc4RZMfBnYoENY_Cz_9o2Kk7u7pOpaAFo5jeQmAMYOGhAREc6RZ10-rZXlUPNHS9joeIHLya1YJ3Puf-rGhxumOCCEluDg-H-q2MDv5wag2T_3XilXmYCRSr56DOiG9WByJoGehndyA2NUkehHENZtCju32l9MsJNxk0N9Iw==&c=SAo5Wq2iMlIa5qewzTWREYgMe8_HS6c8dHU5VUuupg06BPHaiq3hEA==&ch=up8Pc_mjwzySVTFGMSklDoSo-xTn6Nzm41DcalMM-QIEWj-SHCOwYw==
tel:1%20800%20563%207711
tel:705-748-6324
tel:705-748-9577
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vKMnJc2bmKkNzxpc4RZMfBnYoENY_Cz_9o2Kk7u7pOpaAFo5jeQmAMYOGhAREc6RrgRQhvpEJtJ024yyrUhNl7Rqgn0h87CrWsbauTngkh42ze0YYMWpZWUJUlxoWoRf2vTvA0mEepWPxrybJ-IfJvyKMnrqooMMqLSnc7eVIcFidcqlXKWkSQ==&c=SAo5Wq2iMlIa5qewzTWREYgMe8_HS6c8dHU5VUuupg06BPHaiq3hEA==&ch=up8Pc_mjwzySVTFGMSklDoSo-xTn6Nzm41DcalMM-QIEWj-SHCOwYw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vKMnJc2bmKkNzxpc4RZMfBnYoENY_Cz_9o2Kk7u7pOpaAFo5jeQmAJZfOOqz-xv9zBU0LljKCF0MV38xToeV_KmaNi_ar6yMc-oS92Uuuc-PdoCeYPM5XHtVbZOzPDpjh3Anq5C3OAh6sV549vhdESNxEL92RiY9-onk2naTVixTVGgPpD00Sno009xVTAJofI-PI_ixNDk=&c=SAo5Wq2iMlIa5qewzTWREYgMe8_HS6c8dHU5VUuupg06BPHaiq3hEA==&ch=up8Pc_mjwzySVTFGMSklDoSo-xTn6Nzm41DcalMM-QIEWj-SHCOwYw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vKMnJc2bmKkNzxpc4RZMfBnYoENY_Cz_9o2Kk7u7pOpaAFo5jeQmAMYOGhAREc6REY_jBbCrvuHbe1v8iJ2fG7ZarQDRvq8vZt7Q0UrB-Vwc1xYOr5p0vnHcgT4-B4ejvDrzIZdb2IZPGV2TrgDOj3MdpGFFhDo_oizeT1sIwuG-00LVZy_m9Q==&c=SAo5Wq2iMlIa5qewzTWREYgMe8_HS6c8dHU5VUuupg06BPHaiq3hEA==&ch=up8Pc_mjwzySVTFGMSklDoSo-xTn6Nzm41DcalMM-QIEWj-SHCOwYw==

